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Park Avenue Gets a Face
”Lift”

Wherever you may chance to be—
Wherever you may roam,
Far away in foreign lands;
Or just at Home Sweet Home;
It always gives you pleasure,
it makes your heart strings hum
Just to hear the words of cheer,
"I see you've travelled some."

The Northeast Corner
Brothers,
I am proud to serve Park Avenue
Lodge and the Masonic community
in District 1. As we progress through
this trying year, I want each of you
to know that I am here to serve your
will and pleasure; not the other way
around.
Whenever you feel the need or
want, do not hesitate to reach out to
me. I wish for nothing but the best
for our membership and will do what
I can to make sure we are all happy
ourselves and endeavor to promote
the happiness of others. We must
remember that we have repeatedly
promised to relieve, protect and vindicate each other; that is a strong
truth and one that should be upheld
by all Masons.
I believe that Park Avenue Lodge
is a shining beacon in District 1 and
the outside world. I hope that we can
proceed with our always positive
outlook toward the Brotherhood
while continuing to help spur and
acknowledge a need for forward progress. I look forward to meeting all
of you that I have not yet had the
pleasure.
Fraternally
WM Alex Stricker

When you get a brother’s greeting,
And he takes you by the hand,
It thrills you with a feeling
that you cannot understand,
You feel that bond of brotherhood
that tie that’s sure to come
When you hear him say in a friendly way
"I see you've travelled some."
And if you are a stranger,
In strange lands all alone
If fate has left you stranded—
Dead broke and far from home,
It thrills you—makes you dumb,
When he says with a grip of fellowship,
"I see you've travelled some."

Over the last few
months there have
been big changes
to Park Avenue,
not the least of
which is the addition of a much
needed chair lift
in the back stairwell.
But there is more
in the works. Recently the windows on the front of the
building, most of which were in desperate shape, have been replaced with energy efficient windows.
We will be painting, carpeting, and
cleaning over the next few months, as
well as replacing the awning out front,
and finally painting the inside of the
small dining room and the outside of
the building. All of this is being done so
that we can preserve our building for
the next generation of brothers.

And when your final summons comes,
To take a last long trip,
Adorned with Lambskin Apron White
and gems of fellowship—
The Tiler at the Golden Gate,
With Square and Level and Plumb
Will size up your pin and say "Walk In",
"I see you've travelled some."

Masonic Degrees Conferred

Dan Hrvoich
Michael Garland
Bret Alan Max
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EA

Petitions Received

Gabriel Monske

Park Avenue and
Rosemark Joint Inspection
On September 18, 2015, Park Avenue hosted the Joint Commandary
Inspection for the Commandaries
of District 1. SK John David
McDonnell was received and created a Knight of the Valiant and
Magnanimous Order of the Temple, with the REGC of Tennessee,
SK John Douglas Pugh, Jr. performing the Knighting.

Masonic Wellness Report
Sick/Confined at Home
Brother Jessie Bruce
Brother Larry Comeaux
Brother Danny McCollum
Brother Arn Vertrea

The Millennial Generation and Freemasonry: Part 1
by Midnight Freemasons Contributor Todd E. Creason, 33°
I've heard it over and over again about the Millennial Generation (the generation born between the early 1980s and the early
2000s). There is a prevailing idea that young people just aren't interested in Freemasonry. Some believe the Millennials just don't share
the kinds of values that Freemasons do. Some believe they just aren't joiners. Some believe that in the age of social media, the interests
of the Millennial Generation is more introverted--they are more interested in posting selfies and living a fake life in the virtual world
than they are about improving themselves and the real world. But you can't argue with the fact that they aren't exactly beating a path to
our door. But I ran across some interesting facts about the Millennial Generation that might just surprise a few people:
81% donate money, goods and services. They are givers. They want to help those in need. They want to make the world a
better place. They'll volunteer their time for the causes they believe it whether it's feeding the homeless, or helping out at a local animal
shelter. They recycle. They donate their old clothes. They'll run in a 5K race to support cancer research. They know that words won't
change the world--it's action.
75% see themselves as authentic and are not willing to compromise their personal values. They know who they are. They
know what they believe in. They know what is important to them, and they know what they want in life. And they remain steadfastly
true to themselves and those personal values.
On track to becoming the most educated generation in American history. Having grown up in the information age, they are
smart. They have always had easy access to information, and have a desire for knowledge. Having easy access to information, they are
curious to learn about things they don't know, and are likely to look up and learn about things they don't understand. They have a great
desire to improve themselves and know that the key is education and study.
61% of millennials are worried about the world we live in and feel personally responsible to make a difference. It's one thing to
worry about the world we live in, and it's another to do something about it. The Millennial Generation isn't willing to leave it to somebody else to fix. They are willing to roll up their sleeves and participate. They want to be part of the solution, not part of the problem.
They get involved. They work to correct the things they see as wrong in the world today. They mean to leave this place a better place
than the one they found.
More tolerant of race, religion, and other minority groups than older generations. Millennial grew up with a strong sense of
fairness and equality. They are more likely than any generation that came before them not to even notice differences in race, religion,
age, sexuality, etc. They believe we're all created equal, and the way they interact with their fellow man demonstrates that belief. With
Millennials, it's not about being politically correct, it's who they are.
So What Does That Mean For Freemasonry? To be honest with you, after reading these facts, do you know how I'd describe the
Millennial Generation? I'd describe them as future Freemasons! Has there ever been a generation that has so much in common with the
things that Freemasonry stands for? This generation was made to order for the Fraternity! They desire knowledge! They want to make
the world a better place and are willing to roll up their sleeves and take an active part in doing it! They believe in character and integrity! They believe in equality and toleration! They have a strong desire to improve themselves . . . they're Freemasons and don't even
know it yet! So the real question is . . . with so much in common, why haven't more men from this Millennial Generation found their
way to our doorstep? We better figure that out because our future, without a doubt, rests with them. (Part II next time)
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