
The Northeast Corner 
 
     Brethren, Its been a year of diffi-
culty and trials for Park Avenue 
Lodge, but with the assistance of the 
brothers, we will come out of this 
stronger and with a renewed sense of 
purpose as men and masons. We 
have discovered in each of us the 
capacity to come together as a lodge 
and overcome adversities in many 
forms.  
     Over the remaining months of this 
year, I will be calling on many of 
you to fill in the gaps left when the 
pillars of the lodge were shaken. 
There is much to do, and even much 
more work to complete. Aside from 
the physical work needed in the 
lodge, there are many ritual parts that 
need filling. I have placed a sign-up 
sheet in the small dining room for 
people to sign-up for parts and we 
will be concentrating on filling those 
needs in the Schools of Instruction to 
come.  
     I look forward to seeing the spirit 
of Masonry resurge at Park Avenue 
Lodge in the months to come.  

-WM Alex Stricker 

Worshipful Master Alex Sticker 
(901) 461-6704 
stricker1137@gmail.com 
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In Memoriam 
 

Leonard Bruce “Chip” Paslay, Jr. 
Kim Michael Roberts 

Harold Joseph “Joe” Weller, Jr. 
Robert Houston McNeese 

What it Means to be a 
Freemason 

 
     A mistaken but prevalent idea 
in some circles today is that mem-
bership of a Masonic Lodge com-
pletes the necessary qualifications 
of a Mason—a conception of 
Freemasonry totally out of harmo-
ny with fact. Membership of a 
Freemason’s Lodge no more 

makes a man a Mason than membership in a 
musical club makes him a musician. The charac-
ter of a man and Mason is determined not by any 
society of which he may become a member, and 
of which he may only be a member in name; but 
rather, by the ideals controlling his life, the af-
fections ruling his heart, and the voluntary 
thoughts which guide his conduct. We meet with 
several types of men in this great Fraternity—
e.g., those who are Masons in name only, those 
who are Masons in nature, and those who are 
Masons in both name and nature. The last named 
class is large and influential, and happily, they 
are the predominant class.  
     Every sincere Mason will ever have before 
him that striking symbol—a point within a cir-
cle—one of the most arresting symbols reiterated 
and emphasized every time Master Masons enter 
on the sublime degree of Master Mason. That 
point symbolizes every individual Brother; and 
the circle, the boundary line of his duty toward 
God and man, beyond which he should never 
suffer his passions, interests or prejudices to be-
tray him on any occasion. The circumference of 
this circle—the boundary line of his duty—is 
clearly Freemasonry. 

The highest morality may prove 
also to be the highest wisdom 
when the half-told story comes to 
be finished.  

- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

Park Avenue and Rosemark Com-
mandaries will be having a joint 
inspection on September 18, 2015. 
Dinner will be at 6pm, with the 
Order to Follow.  All Sir Knights 
are requested to attend (in uniform 
if available). 

Masonic Wellness Report 
 

Sick/Confined at Home 
 
Brother Jessie Bruce  
Brother Larry Comeaux 
Brother Danny McCollum 
 

Masonic Degrees Conferred 
Daniel Joseph Hrvoich   FC 
David Alan Thomas   FC 
Herold Grove    FC 
Michael Timothy Garland  EA 
Carl Lewis Barber III     Restored 
 

Petitions Received 
 



 

Park Avenue Lodge No. 362, F.&A.M. 

539 South Cooper Street 

Memphis, TN 38104-5316 

 

Address Service Requested 

The First Lesson 
Reprinted from Park Avenue Cable Tow—June 1953 

 
 Freemasonry, being religious as well as moral in its principles, often teaches through the medium of Holy Writings. 
One group of passages from the Bible is especially appropriate to characterize the First Lesson one learns in Masonry. Isai-
ah 42:16 says, “I will bring the blind by a way that they know not.” Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart 
and lean not unto thine own understanding.” These and similar quotations are symbolic of the Faith that all true Masons 
must possess.  
 Masonry is a way of life which teaches men how to live so that they may know how to die. It is appropriate that 
Faith is the First Lesson, because in Philosophy as well as in Architecture there must be a foundation upon which to build. 
The neophyte begins in intellectual darkness; for him to behold Truth in the Light of Understanding, there are certain basic 
facts which he must accept by Faith—because in his present state he cannot produce these principles by the virtue of ration-
alization or by the trial of experience. He is like the schoolboy who is informed that mathematics is an exact science in 
which figures are constant and never contradict themselves—if the boy does not blindly accept the statement that the sum of 
2 and 2 is eternally 4, he cannot master simple arithmetic, much less will never learn astronomy, chemistry, or physics.  
 In Masonry, the candidate must demonstrate the virtue of Faith even before he knocks upon the outer door. He 
knows very little of the institution except through the good works of the men he knows to be Masons. Unless he is a close 
observer at the few public ceremonies of the Craft, he doesn’t even know that it always stresses the Fatherhood of God and 
the Brotherhood of all men; for all he knows the Fraternity is merely a popular, world-wide social club designed to enable 
brother to aid brother.  
 The Initiate certainly exhibits Faith when he enters the Lodge, knowing not what he will encounter therein; inside 
the lodge the First Lesson taught is again Faith; and throughout his Masonic career, he learns repeatedly the lesson of Faith, 
taught, exhorted, and demonstrated in many ways. Such repetition is necessary, because it is human to forget.  
 Yet there comes a time in every man’s life when he has nothing to help him except Faith—a time when he is lost if 
he has no Faith. The names of Jesus, De Molay, Washington and other eternally “Greats” would have long been lost to hu-
man knowledge if they had not Faith in God, Faith in the Cause, Faith in their Fellow-men, and Faith in themselves. Take 
away Faith, and there is no God, no spirit of brotherhood, no incentive to build—in fact, nothing but a world of intellectual 
and spiritual darkness peopled by wild beasts.  
 Faith is the one light that must never fail.  

Park Avenue Lodge No. 362  

Stated Meeting  

2nd Tuesday of Each Month 

Dinner at 6:30pm 

Meeting at 7:30pm 

 

Park Avenue York Rite Bodies 

Stated Meeting  

2nd Thursday of Each Month 

Dinner at 6:00pm 

Meetings begin at 7:00pm 

If you would prefer to receive this communication by email, please send and email to  
parkavenue362@gmail.com with the subject “Subscribe”. Be sure to include your Name, Address, and Phone 

Number so we can make sure our  records are updated.  

For Degree times and dates, visit  
 

www.parkavenuelodge.org\calendar-of-events.html 
 

www.bartlett211.org/cgi-bin/calendar.pl 
 

Or visit us on Facebook  


